POLS 421: Third Essay Question
Essay Choices

For the third essay question you have two options: (1) select the essay question provided below or (2) select your own essay topic.

NOTE: If you select your own essay topic, you MUST clear the topic with me first, by coming to see me during office hours.

Provided Essay Question

The purpose of this essay is to demonstrate your theoretical knowledge of different grounds for limiting freedom and your ability to apply these concepts to judicial decisions.

Essay Question: Choose one of the cases discussed in class and critically examine it using the different grounds for limiting freedom found in Feinberg’s Social Philosophy (e.g. the harm principle, legal paternalism, legal moralism, the offence principle, and legal welfarism).

Your essay must perform BOTH of the following tasks: (1) identify the sort of grounds the court adopts in justifying the limit on freedom of expression, and (2) provide a critical examination of the court’s line of reasoning in this context.
In critically assessing the court’s line of reasoning you may want to defend it against possible criticisms, or argue against it in favour of another way of dealing with the case.
Your mark in this essay will be divided equally between tasks (1) and (2).

Even if you select the provided essay question (as opposed to doing your own topic), I would still strongly suggest that you come in and speak with me.

My Availability for Essay Help

I will be available during regular office hours (THUR 12:30-13:45) to assist anyone on their essay.

I can also be available during the afternoon/early-evening on Wednesday, April 2 and during the morning Thursday, April 3. Please make an appointment to meet with me during these times (the earlier the better).
Lastly, I am always available to assist students online at jaymakarenko@hotmail.com. Make sure to place “POLS 421” in the title of your email.

